
 

 

 

 

 

This briefing summary note is correct at the time of publishing. However, guidance on COVID-19 is 

subject to regular updates on GOV.UK, please use the hyperlinks to read further. 
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Confirmed cases of COVID-19 variants identified in 
UK 

Updated 29th April 2021  

 (Summary) 

Latest update 

Public Health England (PHE) releases weekly updates on the number of confirmed new cases of variants 

of concern and variants under investigation identified in the UK. 

Two VUIs added to B.1.617 group 

Thursday 15 April 

New Variant Under Investigation (VUI) designated 

Tuesday 16 March 

Two additional cases of Variant of Concern VOC-21JAN-02 (P.1) found in England 

New Variant Under Investigation (VUI) designated 

Saturday 13 March 

Four more cases of Variant of Concern VOC-202101/02 (P.1) found in England 

New Variant Under Investigation (VUI) designated in UK 

Friday 5 March 

Contact tracers successfully identify sixth case of P.1 Variant of Concern 

 

Thursday 4 March 

New Variant Under Investigation designated in the UK 

Cases with no travel links 

Tuesday 28 February 

Cases of Variant of Concern first detected in Manaus identified in the UK 
 

Link to the document: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/confirmed-cases-of-covid-19-variants-identified-in-
uk?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5c6e1d2b-b261-41f3-bd7d-
6f881206a933&utm_content=daily 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-variants-genomically-confirmed-case-numbers/variants-distribution-of-cases-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/confirmed-cases-of-covid-19-variants-identified-in-uk?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5c6e1d2b-b261-41f3-bd7d-6f881206a933&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/confirmed-cases-of-covid-19-variants-identified-in-uk?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5c6e1d2b-b261-41f3-bd7d-6f881206a933&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/confirmed-cases-of-covid-19-variants-identified-in-uk?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5c6e1d2b-b261-41f3-bd7d-6f881206a933&utm_content=daily
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One dose of COVID-19 vaccine can cut household 

transmission by up to half 

Published: 28 April 2021 

 

Background  

A new study by Public Health England (PHE) has shown that one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine reduces 

household transmission by up to half.  

The study included over 57,000 contacts from 24,000 households of lab-confirmed cases that had 

received a vaccination, compared with nearly 1 million contacts of unvaccinated cases 

Link to the document : 

One dose of COVID-19 vaccine can cut household transmission by up to half - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Press release update  

This new research shows that those who had one dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech or AstraZeneca vaccine 

and become infected after 3 weeks were 38% and 49% less likely to pass the virus within their 

households compared to unvaccinated households. 

This protection is in addition to the reduction in the development of a symptomatic infection by the 

vaccinated person of around 60% to 65%, 4 weeks after the one dose of either vaccine. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/one-dose-of-covid-19-vaccine-can-cut-household-transmission-by-up-to-half?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=0f83fc10-95b9-45b1-91d9-07d821ea5639&utm_content=daily
https://khub.net/documents/135939561/390853656/Impact+of+vaccination+on+household+transmission+of+SARS-COV-2+in+England.pdf/35bf4bb1-6ade-d3eb-a39e-9c9b25a8122a?t=1619601878136
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine adverse reactions 

A weekly report covering adverse reactions to approved COVID-19 vaccines. 

Published 5 February 2021 

Last updated 29 April 2021  

Details 

The MHRA has played an active role in responding to the coronavirus pandemic. In relation to COVID-19 

vaccines, the MHRA has authorised their supply following a rigorous review of their safety, quality and 

efficacy. The clinical trials of COVID-19 vaccines have shown them to be effective and acceptably safe; 

however, as part of its statutory functions, the MHRA is responsible for monitoring these vaccines on an 

ongoing basis to ensure their benefits continue to outweigh any risks. 

This is a requirement for all authorised medicines and vaccines in the UK. This monitoring strategy is 

continuous, proactive and based on a wide range of information sources, with a dedicated team of 

scientists reviewing information daily to look for safety issues or unexpected rare events. 

This weekly report summarises information received via the Yellow Card scheme and will be published 

regularly to include other safety investigations carried out by the MHRA under the COVID-19 Vaccine 

Surveillance Strategy. 

This report covers the period 9 December 2020 to 21 April 2021. 

Link to the document: 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine adverse reactions - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/report-of-the-commission-on-human-medicines-expert-working-group-on-covid-19-vaccine-safety-surveillance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/report-of-the-commission-on-human-medicines-expert-working-group-on-covid-19-vaccine-safety-surveillance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-adverse-reactions?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=1782b0a8-d330-4ce4-baca-59a6d64dc3fa&utm_content=daily
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Inadvertent vaccination in pregnancy (VIP) 

Advice for health professionals on pregnant women who are inadvertently vaccinated against 

coronavirus (COVID-19), chicken pox (varicella), shingles or measles, mumps, rubella. 

From: Public Health England  

Published: 1 May 2010 

Last updated: 28 April 2021, see all updates  

Contents  

1. Notify PHE  

2. Vaccination during pregnancy  

3. Patient consent  

4. Additional information sources  

5. Shingles vaccine administration in pregnancy  

6. Infectious diseases during pregnancy  

The Immunisation department at Public Health England (PHE) follows up women who have inadvertently 

been given certain vaccines in pregnancy (VIP) across the UK. These women would therefore not have 

been aware they were pregnant at the time of vaccination. 

Through VIP surveillance we aim to analyse the details submitted by GPs and surgeries to better inform: 

 pregnant women who are immunised 

 their families 

 health professionals who are responsible for their care 

Notify PHE  

If you or your have patient have had COVID-19, measles, mumps and rubella (MMR), chicken pox or 

shingles vaccine inadvertently administered during pregnancy or shortly before conception, notify PHE, 

which runs UK-wide surveillance on the safety of vaccines given in pregnancy. 

Complete the Notification form for vaccines administered in pregnancy (VIP) (MS Word Document, 

138KB). 

If you are pregnant and have chosen to be vaccinated and would like to report your vaccination details, 

you can do so by registering with the Vaccine Monitor run by the Medicines and Healthcare products 

Regulatory Agency (MHRA) before or around the time of vaccination. Please select the Yellow Card 

Vaccine Monitor – invitation to pregnant women. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vaccination-in-pregnancy-vip?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=63981e6d-d446-40e9-9ec5-1c59dde4b57e&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vaccination-in-pregnancy-vip?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=63981e6d-d446-40e9-9ec5-1c59dde4b57e&utm_content=daily#history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vaccination-in-pregnancy-vip?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=63981e6d-d446-40e9-9ec5-1c59dde4b57e&utm_content=daily#notify-phe
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vaccination-in-pregnancy-vip?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=63981e6d-d446-40e9-9ec5-1c59dde4b57e&utm_content=daily#vaccination-during-pregnancy
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vaccination-in-pregnancy-vip?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=63981e6d-d446-40e9-9ec5-1c59dde4b57e&utm_content=daily#patient-consent
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vaccination-in-pregnancy-vip?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=63981e6d-d446-40e9-9ec5-1c59dde4b57e&utm_content=daily#additional-information-sources
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vaccination-in-pregnancy-vip?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=63981e6d-d446-40e9-9ec5-1c59dde4b57e&utm_content=daily#shingles-vaccine-administration-in-pregnancy
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vaccination-in-pregnancy-vip?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=63981e6d-d446-40e9-9ec5-1c59dde4b57e&utm_content=daily#infectious-diseases-during-pregnancy
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/982038/VIP0_notification_form_280421.docx
https://vaccinemonitor-yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/resources/invitationletter


                                                                                              COVID-19: NELCSU Guidance Summary 

 
6 

PHE tracks women who are inadvertently immunised whilst pregnant or shortly before pregnancy, with 

the following vaccines: 

 COVID-19 vaccine from the first day of last menstrual period to any time in pregnancy 

 measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine immunisation from 30 days before last menstrual 

period to anytime during pregnancy 

 chickenpox or shingles immunisation from 90 days before last menstrual period to anytime 

during pregnancy 

Vaccination during pregnancy 

There are no known risks for women who are vaccinated against COVID-19 or measles, mumps, rubella, 

chickenpox or shingles during any stage of pregnancy or shortly before conception. More detailed 

information can be found for each vaccine: 

 COVID-19 vaccine safety in pregnancy 

 rubella-containing vaccine (including MMR) safety in pregnancy, chicken pox and shingles 

vaccine safety in pregnancy 

 HPV vaccine safety in pregnancy guidance 

Patient consent 

Whilst consent does not need to be obtained, it is recommended that details of this surveillance are 

discussed with the patient by any health professional reporting a case in one of their patients. 

The Health Service Regulation 2002 stipulates that confidential patient information may be processed 

with a view to monitor and manage the delivery, efficacy and safety of immunisation campaigns. 

The regulation states that the processing of confidential patient information for the purposes specified 

above may be undertaken by the Public Health Laboratory Service, since superseded by the Health 

Protection Agency and subsequently PHE. 

Additional information sources 

The UK teratology information service (UKtis) publishes information on the toxicity of drugs and 

chemicals in pregnancy. 

The Electronic Medicines Compendium (EMC) publishes summaries of product characteristics (SPCs) and 

patient information leaflets (PILs). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safety-of-covid-19-vaccines-when-given-in-pregnancy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-in-pregnancy-advice-for-pregnant-women
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-in-pregnancy-advice-for-pregnant-women
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140722091854/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAweb&HPAwebStandard/HPAweb_C/1221809565718
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/1438/regulation/3/made
http://www.uktis.org/index.html
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
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The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) produces guidance and information 

on COVID-19. 

For any questions, contact Dr Helen Campbell at Public Health England on 0208 327 7150. 

Shingles vaccine administration in pregnancy 

Shingles vaccine (Zostavax®, Generic Name: Varicella Zoster Virus, marketed by Sanofi Pasteur MSD) is a 

live viral vaccine that is not recommended for use in pregnancy. 

Most women of child-bearing age in the UK are known to be immune to chickenpox. 

You can reassure a pregnant woman immunised with Zostavax that she is protected from infection if she 

both: 

 has a past history of chickenpox or shingles, or 2 doses of a varicella containing vaccine 

 is not immunosuppressed 

This is the same advice you would give a woman with the same history if she was exposed to natural 

disease (chickenpox or shingles) whilst pregnant. See Viral rash in pregnancy. 

If a pregnant woman has an uncertain history to chickenpox, or is not known to be immune, and receives 

Zostavax whilst pregnant, offer her testing to establish her immunity as early as possible. 

Laboratory diagnosis of past infection is by VZV IgG antibody in serum. 

If a woman with an uncertain or negative history of chickenpox is found susceptible (VZV IgG negative): 

contact immunisationlead@phe.gov.uk as soon as you have the result, to discuss the individual case. 

The immunisation team may recommend varicella zoster immunoglobulin, given within 10 days of the 

Zostavax immunisation. 

The virus in both varicella (chickenpox) and shingles vaccines has been weakened: it is safer in humans 

than infection by the wild virus. There is no known risk to the pregnancy or to the fetus from these 

vaccines. 

Shingles vaccine contains a higher dose of the same varicella-zoster virus that is in the varicella vaccine. 

As with varicella vaccine in pregnancy, report inadvertent immunisation with Zostavax to the PHE 

Vaccination in Pregnancy surveillance programme, to monitor the safety of such exposures. 

Infectious diseases during pregnancy 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/mhra-guidance-on-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/mhra-guidance-on-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/viral-rash-in-pregnancy
mailto:immunisationlead@phe.gov.uk


                                                                                              COVID-19: NELCSU Guidance Summary 

 
8 

The infectious diseases during pregnancy: screening, vaccination and treatment guidance gives an 

overview of risks to pregnant women from infections. It provides information on current screening, 

vaccination, treatment and prevention programmes. 

 

COVID-19 – Guidance for contacts of people with 
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection who 
do not live with the person 

Page summary: 

 

If you live in the same household as a person who has symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) or who has 

received a positive test result, follow the Stay at Home: guidance for households with possible or 

confirmed COVID-19. 

 

If you have been in close contact with, but do not live with, a person who has tested positive for COVID-

19, follow the guidance below. This may include contact with people in your support bubble. 

 

The document can be accessed via the following link.  

 

Update: changes made 

Added Portuguese translation. 

 
  

https://www.gov.uk/infectious-diseases-during-pregnancy-screening-vaccination-and-treatment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing for hospices 
First published 29 April 2021 

Applies to Wales, England and Northern Ireland 

Contents 

 Introduction 

 Sets out how hospices can access COVID-19 testing for staff and patients on-site, for staff visiting 

patients in their own homes, and for visitors to hospices. 

 Summary: Testing for hospices 

 PCR Kits: ordering, preparation, distribution, conduction, booking, returning PCR, receiving PCR 

kits 

 Rapid Lateral Flow Tests Kits: using and reading the result 

 Visitor testing: registration step by step for visitors, interpretation and action for test results 

 Support and resources: Coronavirus testing contact centre 

Here is the link to the document: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-
hospices?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5e247293-42bc-47f9-a747-
add754ca3eb7&utm_content=daily 

 

 

PHE monitoring of the effectiveness of COVID-19 
vaccination - Data on the real-world efficacy of the 
COVID-19 vaccines 

Published: 22 February 2021 (Updated 28 April 2021) 

Background: 

On 8 December 2020, the UK became the first country to roll out a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination 

programme, initially using the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-hospices?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5e247293-42bc-47f9-a747-add754ca3eb7&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-hospices?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5e247293-42bc-47f9-a747-add754ca3eb7&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-hospices?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5e247293-42bc-47f9-a747-add754ca3eb7&utm_content=daily
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Since the beginning of the programme, Public Health England (PHE) has been monitoring the 

effectiveness of the vaccines in the real world as set out in the COVID-19 vaccine surveillance strategy 

and has published its analyses of the impact of the vaccines on: 

 symptomatic disease 

 hospitalisation 

 death 

 infection (symptomatic or asymptomatic) 

 

This document contain information on the studies that PHE has done which include: 

The VIVALDI study  

The Avon CAP study 

The SIREN study  

Early effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines in older adults with Early data from routine COVID-19 testing in 

older adults  

Report on the Impact of COVID-19 vaccination programme on seroprevalence in blood donors in 

England, 2021. 

New Update: 

The most recent updated version of this document (updated 28 April 2021) has an additional information 

on the impact of vaccination on household transmission of SARS-COV-2 in England which can be 

accessed via this link:  impact of vaccination on household transmission of SARS-COV-2 in England 

Link to the document: PHE monitoring of the effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccination 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccine-surveillance-strategy
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.03.26.21254391v1
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3796835
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3790399
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.03.01.21252652v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.03.01.21252652v1
https://khub.net/documents/135939561/390853656/Impact+of+COVID-19+vaccination+programme+on+seroprevalence+in+blood+donors+in+England.pdf/20d4b611-fda8-e70a-05eb-b13deb816ebf?t=1616002462349
https://khub.net/documents/135939561/390853656/Impact+of+vaccination+on+household+transmission+of+SARS-COV-2+in+England.pdf/35bf4bb1-6ade-d3eb-a39e-9c9b25a8122a?t=1619601878136
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-monitoring-of-the-effectiveness-of-covid-19-vaccination?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=0c4993d5-d33f-4c93-b357-92f1d35624f3&utm_content=daily
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing for adult social care 
settings  

This guidance outlines the COVID-19 testing available for testing staff, residents and visitors for all adult 

social care settings. 

From: Department of Health and Social Care  

Published: 24 March 2021 

The guidance was updated 28 April 2021 to add ‘Visitors to adult social care settings: reporting rapid 

lateral flow tests at home’ guidance. This information is provided for visitors to adult social care (ASC) 

settings, on how to report rapid lateral flow tests, if self-testing at home. 

 

Here is the link to the guidance: 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing for adult social care settings 

 

Visiting arrangements in care homes  

This guidance sets out how care homes can support families and visitors to visit residents.  It is for 
directors of public health, care providers and others who will be involved in planning to enable visits to 

care homes. 
 
From: Department of Health and Social Care  
Published: 22 July 2020 

The guidance was last updated on 28th April 2021 to reflect that named visitors should be tested 
using rapid LFTs on the day of every visit. 

Here is the link to the guidance: 

Visiting arrangements in care homes 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health-and-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=95b0ce7c-ac3c-4636-b93f-603d739a0406&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health-and-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visiting-care-homes-during-coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=bad138dd-1e54-4be9-bfb2-f913026b89ae&utm_content=daily

