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INFORMATION FOR NURSING HOMES- 19th April 2020 

Accelerated skills development- Registered Nurses Verification of Expected 

Death (RNVED) in Sutton Nursing Homes: 

Background: 

All registered nurses can verify a person’s death, where this is expected and there is an 

agreement in place with the person’s GP. This is an extended role and therefore nurses 

require training to ensure they have the skills to undertake this safely, appropriately and 

legally. In addition to training, nurses normally will require an assessment on the first time 

they verify a death to ensure they have acquired the right skills and knowledge. Nurses with 

sufficient experience can undertake verification if they are working within their sphere of 

competence and scope of practice. 

Given the national Coronavirus pandemic it is reasonable to expect Sutton Nursing homes to 

be able to verify expected deaths. It is also anticipated that more deaths will occur within 

working hours where other services can support this new but essential practice. 

To achieve this the following has been arranged and is outlined below:  

• Free training for nurses 

• Supervision for the nurse for their first verification 

• Documentation to facilitate legal record-keeping 

Sutton CCG will periodically ask managers to provide an update on the number of nurses who 

have been supervised and are verifying independently. 

Training for registered nurses: 

Before accessing the online training, the nurse should read the Royal College of Nursing 

guidance on RNVED to gain foundation knowledge. A copy is attached with this document and 

the guidance can be accessed here: 

https://www.hospiceuk.org/what-we-offer/publications?cat=72e54312-4ccd-608d-ad24-

ff0000fd3330  

Online training (5-minute video) has been developed by St. Raphael’s hospice Practice 

Development team. The training video can be accessed here: 

www.straphaels.org.uk/Pages/Category/healthcare-professionals    

Joining Instructions can be found on Page 3. Once the nurse has read the RCN guidance and 

completed the on-line training they are ready for their first verification- see below. 

Additional training resources: 

St. Raphael’s practice development team are available via email for further support and to 

answer any questions. They can be contacted at: education@straphaels.org.uk.  

https://www.hospiceuk.org/what-we-offer/publications?cat=72e54312-4ccd-608d-ad24-ff0000fd3330
https://www.hospiceuk.org/what-we-offer/publications?cat=72e54312-4ccd-608d-ad24-ff0000fd3330
http://www.straphaels.org.uk/Pages/Category/healthcare-professionals
mailto:education@straphaels.org.uk
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St. Raphael’s website has a ‘Frequently asked questions’ regarding RNVED here: 

www.straphaels.org.uk/Pages/Category/healthcare-professionals 

 

Supervision of first verification:   

When the nurse has an expected death, they need to contact the care home support team 

who will arrange to supervise the verification. This will be done in person where possible and 

if not, via video-conferencing. The team can be contacted on 0203 186 5530 or 

esth.carehomesupportteam@nhs.net  

Many GPs will also be willing to supervise the first verification and some homes already have 

this arranged with their GP. Sutton GPs are aware of this initiative to quickly increase RNVED 

skills in nursing homes and will support this where possible (see page 7, sent out to GPs on 

9th April). Again, this maybe in person or via video-conferencing. 

After the nurse has safely and legally verified the resident’s death, the ‘Confirmation of 

supervision form’ must be completed by the nurse and supervisor to record this for their 

training portfolio. 

When a home has sufficient staff trained, competent and confident, it is anticipated that 

these staff will supervise their colleagues and fully establish this skill within the nursing 

home’s portfolio.  

Note- Homes who currently have RNVED-competent nurses: 

To enable as many RNs to gain this skill quickly and safely across Sutton nursing homes, if you 

are able to, please make arrangements for your current nurses to supervise the ‘trainee’ 

during their first verification. The ‘Confirmation of supervision form’ must be completed to 

record this for their training portfolio.  

 

Documentation required: 

Verification of Expected death form- page 4 

Whilst it is good practice that doctors document in the patient’s clinical record that an RN can 
verify the death, this is not essential. If this does take place, a standardised form has been 
developed to record the legal aspects of RNVED. This can be started if the resident’s GP and 
nurse discuss and agree for the care home nurses to verify the death and then must be 
completed when the nurse verifies the death. Some GPs will prefer to document in the 
resident’s clinical record that an RN can verify the death. Legally, this is also acceptable.  
 
Confirmation of supervision form- page 6 

Use this form to record the nurse’s first supervision as a record for both the nursing home 

and nurse. If supervision is done remotely through video-conferencing, you may need to send 

it to the person who supervised for their signature or make an alternative arrangement. 

http://www.straphaels.org.uk/Pages/Category/healthcare-professionals
mailto:esth.carehomesupportteam@nhs.net
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Healthcare Professionals Training 
Instructions  
 
Account Registration for St Raphael’s Hospice Website  
When accessing the training for the first time, you will need to register for an account on 
the St Raphael’s Hospice website. This will ensure that you can go back at any time 
using the link in the instructions below, log in, and access the training content available.  
By registering, this will automatically add you to a private Healthcare Professionals 
Group. Only members of this group will be able to view the training content due to its 
sensitive nature.  
 
Confidentiality  
By registering for this training you are accepting that this content is owned by St 
Raphael's Hospice. Due to its sensitive nature, particularly at this time, it must not be 
passed on to any third-party individual or organisation and must only be accessed and 
viewed by you via the St Raphael’s Hospice website.  
Taken out of context, the content may cause distress and may damage the reputation of 
our organisation or your own. Therefore, do not share via social media, email or any 
other platforms.  
 
Instructions on How to View Training Content  
 
1. The first time you access the training you will need to sign up for an account on the St 
Raphael’s Hospice website. This means that you can go back at any time, using the link 
below, to access the training available.  
 
2. Please note: Once you have completed the sign up process you will need to return to 
these instructions and use the link below to access the training.  
 
3. Click this link or copy into your web browser: 
www.straphaels.org.uk/Pages/Category/healthcare-professionals  
 
4. Complete the form with your name and email.  
 
5. You will receive an email from the website with a different link to confirm your account. 
Please check your junk mail. Follow the information in the email you receive and click 
the link to confirm your account.  
 
6. Enter your chosen password (upper and lower case letters and numbers).  
 
7. Log into the website and accept the terms and conditions if asked. This should take 
you to the St Raphael’s homepage.  
 
8. Return to these instructions and click the link above again which will take you 
directly to the training page of our website. You should now have access to the content.  
 
9. If you are having trouble viewing the content try refreshing the page or clicking the 
‘training’ link above the page title.  
 
If you have any questions or queries please contact education@straphaels.org.uk   

http://www.straphaels.org.uk/Pages/Category/healthcare-professionals
mailto:education@straphaels.org.uk
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VERIFICATION OF EXPECTED DEATH FORM 

This completed document (2 pages) must be kept in the front of the resident’s nursing notes 

 

Part One: Record of agreement for Registered Nurse Verification of expected death 

Name of Resident:  

Date of Birth:  

NHS Number:  

Name of GP:  

Discussion regarding expected death status: 

Name of Nurse involved in 

discussion: 

 

 

Name of Doctor involved in 

discussion: 

 

 

Outline rationale for this decision: 

 

 

 

 

 

DNACPR form in place? 

Signature of Nurse  

Signature of Doctor  

Date of this agreement for a 

competent Nurse to Verify 

Expected Death 
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Part Two: Record of Verification of expected death 

Name of Resident:  

Date of Birth:  

Place of Death:  

Date and time of death:  

 

EXAMINATION PROCEDURE CONFIRMED 

APPEARANCE 

Undertake a general observation that death appears to be from natural causes 

and there are no mitigating circumstances which may preclude for RNVED. 

 

CARDIAC OUTPUT 

Ascertain the absence of cardiac output by feeling for the Carotid pulse for at 

least 1 full minute. 

 

CARDIAC OUTPUT 

Listen with a stethoscope at the apex of the heart for at least 1 full minute. The 

apex of the heart is the bottom tip of the heart that touches the chest wall at 

the 4th to 5th intercostal space medial to the left midclavicular line. 

 

RESPIRATION 

Observe the patient for absence of respiratory effort for at least 1 full minute by 

observing the chest for movement (moving clothing if necessary) and listening 

for signs of respiratory effort. 

 

The person must be observed for a minimum of 5 minutes to establish that irreversible cardio-respiratory arrest has occurred. 

CEREBRAL FUNCTION 

Hold each eyelid open in turn and check that pupils are fixed and dilated by 

shining ophthalmoscope or pen torch directly into the eye and observe there is 

no pupil reaction to light. 

 

CEREBRAL FUNCTION 

Squeeze the trapezius muscle for 10 seconds to ascertain there is no response 

to painful stimuli. The trapezius muscle runs above the clavicle, from the base 

of the neck to the shoulder joint. 

 

I confirm that I have examined the person named above using the agreed criteria and verify that 

death has taken place. 

Name:  Signature:  

Time:  Date:  

 

Date and time relatives informed:  

Name(s) of relatives informed: 
 

 

Name of Doctor informed:  

Date and time of Doctor informed:  
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Confirmation of Supervision Form 

This form is to be completed by the nurse and their supervisor during the first verification of 

expected death. This form serves as a record of the nurse’s ability to undertake independent 

verification of expected death in accordance with professional practice standards and the law. 

 

Name of Registered Nurse:  

Date of supervision:  

 
The nurse named above has successfully verified an expected death. This was completed by 
appropriately checking the person for cardiac output, respiratory effort and cerebral 
function. The nurse has appropriately documented the death in accordance with UK Law. 
 
Name of professional supervising: 
Signature of professional supervising: 
Date: 
 

 

  

Feedback given to the nurse during supervised practice. 

Please complete as required. 
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Information for General Practice 

Verification of Expected Death in Nursing homes during Covid-19 Pandemic 

 

As many of you know, all registered nurses can verify a person’s death, where this is expected 

and there is an agreement in place with the person’s GP. This is an extended role and 

therefore nurses require training to ensure they have the skills to undertake this safely, 

appropriately and legally. In addition to training, nurses normally will require an assessment 

on the first time they verify a death to ensure they have acquired the right skills and 

knowledge. 

Given the national Coronavirus pandemic it is reasonable to expect Sutton Nursing homes to 

be able to verify expected deaths. It is also anticipated that more deaths will occur within 

working hours where other services can support this new but essential practice. 

Sutton CCG is arranging on-line RNVED training for nurses working in Sutton nursing homes 

and this will be available from 10th April 2020. In normal working hours the care home 

support team will be supporting the supervision of the nurse during their first verification to 

ensure they are doing it appropriately and legally.  If you are asked to verify a death in a 

Sutton nursing home, please supervise the nurse’s actions so he/she can gain independence 

in this skill which will ultimately reduce the burden on primary care and out of hours 

services both during the Covid-19 pandemic and beyond. The nurse will ask you to sign a 

form to say you have supervised their first verification which is their permanent record of 

being able to independently verify an expected death.  

We have also created a standard form to record the initial discussion agreeing that the 

nurses can verify the expected death and then the nurse will record their verification. Please 

see next page. 

Thank you for your support with this accelerated skills development project. 

 

Caroline Pollington 

Senior Quality Manager (Sutton) 

NHS South West London CCG 

07557135335 


